WARDHA SCHEME AND COTTAGE INDUSTRIES

problem of India's wasted labour power
stared me in the face, and I met it again in
the huddled huts of the village."1

Gandhiji had found a solution of this
baffling problem in hand spinning and other
cottage industries. This saves the villagers from
helpless and compulsory idleness through one-
third of the year. "With capital, village indus-
tries might be created, but it is scarce. A spin-
ning wheel may be made at home, or bought for
a couple of shillings, and the marketing of the
yarn calls for no organization. It need only be
taken to the weaver who in most villages still
continues, half-starved and loaded with debt, to
compete with the mills. True, by a day's spinning
only one or two pence can be earned, but when
a field labourer's day commands, from dawn to
dusk, a wage that ranges from five pence to two
pence halfpenny, and no field work is to be had,
is a penny to be despised?"2 In India the prin-
cipal factor is labour, which is running to waste.
Industries must be organised in such a way that
they will call for little capital for producing goods

1 Ibid,, p. 242.
2 H. N. Brailsford, Subject India, p. 227.